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Mary Inad'/q{/;’

On the Sources of Information in Argounautica of Apollonius of Rhodgéﬁ i ,;

The domain of King Aiet, or "the Land of Kutaia", described by Apollonous of Rhodes
in Argounautica must be localized in north-west Colchis. It included fertile lands rich in natu-
ral resources in the Rioni valley and in the foothill zone. In the 8th -7th cc BC, the proto-
state organization of Colchians existed there. Aeolian Greeks founded there a settlement
called Sida (on the site of the present village Sida), which became the centre of metal (espe-
cially iron) export. The existence of a locality called Sida on the territory of north-west Col-
chis testifies that long before the establishment of the Ionian (Miletian) centres Aeolian colo-
nists may have played an important role in the collection of information about the proto-state
organization of Colchians. Thus, one can conclude that Apollonius of Rhodes used quite
trustworthy sources, which reliably reflected the situation in north-west Colchis in the 8th-7th
cc. BC.
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Giuli Alasania
Bun -Turks of the Georgian Written Sources

The paper traces meaning of the term "Turk" according to the various sources. Ana-
lyzing evidence of the Georgian written sources - "Moktsevay Kartlisay" ("Conversion of
Kartli"), "Kartlis Tskhovreba" ("History of Kartli"), as well as of the works by Vakhushti
Bagrationi and lIoann Bagrationi, the author shares the conclusion of the scholars that Bun-
Turks of the Georgian sources are Scythians. It's supposed that "Khazar language" mentioned
in the "Kartlis Tskhovreba" is Scythian-Sarmatian. Thus the terms "Turk" and "Khazar" of the
first author of "Kartlis Tskhovreba", Leonti Mroveli, sometimes are synonyms. Different per-
ceptions of the term Bun-Turk according to the scholarly literature are considered as well. Fi-
nally the opinion of the author regarding short-term settling of Scythians on the Georgian ter-
ritory is expressed (confirming G. Melikishvili, M. Andronikashvili, R. Abramishvili, V. Ko-
valevskaya.).
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Manana Sar/ e
i

Ancient Period of the Georgian History According to the "History of Kartli"(" Karths f
Tskhovreba") and "Conversion of Kartli" ("Moktsevay Kartlisay®y« /<777

Juxtaposition of information of "Kartlis Tskhovreba with the evidences of "Moktsevay
Kartlisay", Armenian and Greco-Roman sources convinced us that narrating about origin of
Georgians "Kartlis Tskhovreba" just outwardedly used the Bible scheme paying tribute to the
early medieval historiographic tradition.

In fact information of "Kartlis Tskhovreba" in this respect is a variation of the corre-
sponding evidences of the Armenian sources.

All above-mentioned sources concerning origin of Georgians and Armenians are
based on one story recorded probably initially in Arameic. The story narrated about coming
and settling of Scythians in East Anatolia and South Caucasus after their ousting from Assyria
and Media by the king of Media Kiaksar.

Migration of Scythians was headed by the legendary Armen and Azo. In the Hellenic
Greek world the latter was linked to Yason and Aso's invasion of Media and the South Cauca-
sus was included in the new cycle of the Argounauts' myth. .

It's evident, that "Arian Kartli" mentioned in "Moktsevay Kartlisay" means Scythian-
Iranian state for the short time existed on the border of Assyria and Media.
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Tinatin Kaukhehishvili and the Traditional Medical Culture <49 W103d4

Tinatin Kaukhchishvili contributed a lot to the development of researches of the ancient
Georgian traditional medical culture. She has translated Hippocratus evidences concerning
Colchis and commented on his conclusions. She considers that some evidences of Hippocra-
tus doesn't concern the population of Colchis as a whole, but only patients suffering from
malaria.

Studying the gems from the Tsilkani archeological finds Tinatin Kaukhchishvili paid
attention to one of them dated back to the 3rd-4th cc. She considers the inscription on it to be
apothropic and gem itself to be an amulet.
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Mary Chkhartislﬁ'r/

The Evidences on Samuel the Archbishop of Kartli (Eastern Georgia ) in Mogﬁmeﬁt’sﬁi_’w y
medieval Georgian Literature

The several ecclesiastics are mentioned in the "Martyrdom of St. Shushanik". The
archbishop (head of the bishops) Samuel is the most remarkable one. The author of the "Mar-
tirdom" -Jacob the Presbyter - narrates on Samuel in connection with the events of 460-470s
and presents him as a very authoritarian person.

The monuments of medieval Georgian historiography the "Conversion of Georgia"
("Moktsevai Kartlisai") and the "History of Georgia" ("Kartlis Tskhovreba") do not mention
archbishop by the name Samuel in the period before the king Vakhtang Gorgasali's ecclesi-
astic reforms. However after the reforms they do mention Samuel the monk who accompanied
Peter the first Catholicos of Kartli when he arrived in Georgia. Samuel became the bishop of
Mtskheta. The bishops of Mtskheta were called archbishops. After Peter's death at the begin-
ning of 5th c. he was the bishop of Mtskheta (archbishop of Kartli). Both sources are depict-
ing Samuel as an eminent church worker who had influence on the believers. Thus not only
the name, or the title or the chronology of activities, but also the features of the character are
identical. Undoubtedly Samuel mentioned in the "Martyrdom" is the same personality, which
is mentioned by the "Conversion" and the "History". However Jacob the Presbyter, it has to
be stressed, presents the early period of Samuel's career, when he was not the Catholicos yet.

Besides the positive statements the article includes critical observation of the preced-

ing opinions on the subject. A. Bogveradze's assertions are the most inaccurate. They are con-
sidered in detail.
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Nana Khazaradze
Location of Steri mentioned by Juansher

Taking into account the phfonetic similarity of the roots of the town Steri in the
Georgian written sources (the work by Juansher) and Adotepa (Steri comp. to
Adotep-0), which is mentioned by Strabo in his "Geography” identification of
Adotepa and Steri and its location on the present Erzinjan highlands (in the north
Akilisene-Ekletsi) more south of the upper Euphrat is assumed.
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Tengiz Papuasé;ﬁl@ /

The Georgian -Greek Inscription of the Kvirike Cross of the Khakhuli’" /'~ =""

Triptych - Icon S AR

Among the monuments of Georgian enamel art particular attention of scholars is paid
to the Kvirike Cross of the Khakhuli Triptych. It is selected not only for its artistic merit and
mastership, but it is important because of the Georgian-Greek inscription found on it, in
which the historic person is mentioned. The cross is divided into two parts and is placed on
both panels of the Khakhuli Triptych. Art-critics believe that the Kvirike Cross is the Geor-
gian production and dates back to the 10 th century. On the right panel is the backside of the
cross and the inscriptions are placed exactly on it - the Georgian (blue enamel) and the Greek
(red enamel).

The Georgian inscription says : Crist, Glory the King Kvirike and the Greek inscrip-
tion reads: God, Help the slave of yours, Kvirike the master.

By the paleographic point of view of the Georgian-Greek inscriptions on the basis of
the comparative study, analysing of historic sources and real historic circumstances is that in
the Georgian- Greek inscriptions the promoter of the 10 th c. the King of Kakhs - the master
(i.e. chora -episcopos) Kvirike IT must be mentioned, who orders to make such a marvellous
enamel.

Carrying the courtier’s title by the owners of Kakheti mustn't be considered as an un-
expected case. It is known by the historic sources that the governors of the principality of
Khakheti-Hereti had the Byzantine titles. It is confirmed by one of the excerpt of the work of
the Arabic writer Balazori , were the governor of Hereti Sahl- Sumbat (the first quarter of the
10 th c.) is mentioned as the Patrikios.The author of the "Chronicle of Kartli" mentions the

governor of Kakheti Adarnase (approximately 906-943) by the title of Patrikios (Adarnase
Patrik).
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Some Questions Related to the Text of the Cronicles by Samuel Anetsi

Evidences conceming Georgia are kept in the Cronicles by Samuel Anetsi, Armenian histo-
rian of the 12th c. Proceeding from these evidences some questions require more precise definition of
the text.

One question is duration of the reign of the king of Georgians, David V, son of Demetre. Sev-
eral manuscripts of the work of Samuel Anetsi indicate 2 years, others - 2 months. Comparing this in-
formation to other sources one can suppose, that there was two month initially and later on because of
the similiarity of the words "month" and "year" this passage was modified. It's assumed in the present
paper that changes must be made in the passage concerning the battle between the King Demetre and
the Atabeg Kara-Sonkur in Norberd.

In most of the manuscripts of the Chronicles by Samuel Anetsi the capture of Dvin by the
King Giorgi Il is dated by 21st August, 1162. Though in one manuscript there is mentioned Ist
August instead of 21 st. Based on the camparison of this information with other sources (works of
Arabian historians Al-Fariq and Ibn al-Asir) a consideration is drawn that difference in reading must
exist as one of the possible variants of reading of the texst.
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Document 3675 preserved in the fund 1448 of the department of archaic documents in the
Georgian Central State Archives is the oldest manuscript preserved.

It is a letter of anonymous deacon of the Vardzia monastery named after the Virgin to
H. E. Korda. According to this letter Korda was one of the Trustees of the monastery.

The letter is not dated. As in the text is mentioned the Vardzia monastery we can point out only the
earliest date of the letter. There are two Vardzia monasteries in Georgia: one in Samtskhe and the other
in Imereti. Both of them are named after the Virgin and are founded in the 11-12th cc. That's why this
letter was written not earlier then the 12 th c. According to the paleographic peculiarities it is to be
written in the second half of the 13 th c.

It seems likely that Korda was a member of the feudal society representatives of which are
mentioned in the inscriptions of the church in Korda (Sachkhere region). Obviously the author of the
letter is deacon of Imereti Vardzia Monastery.

This letter shows old age of the georgian epistolographic traditions at least since the 13th c. At
the same time it describes way of life in the monastery.
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Liana Davlianidze
Complement of One Evidence of Kirakos Gandzaketsi

The Armenian historian of the 13 th c. Cyrakos Gandzaketsi informs us about exile of Kurdi
from Georgia, who was the brother of the Thilisi satrap Varsak, conceming his retun to Tbilisi and
subsuequently1 the donation of land property to him by Queen Tamar.

The paper researches the question who expeled Kurdi, how many times he was exiled and

why Queen Tamar allowed him to return to Georgia. Kurdi's origin as well as his trade contacts are
considered.
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Marina Kiknadze
One Oriental Term in the Historical Work by Parsadan Gorgijanidze

The paper considers the term "shahsevan", which is met in the "History of Georgia" by the
famous Georgian historian Parsadan Gorgijanidze (17th c). The Georgian historian used the term for
relating events of time, when neither organization of shahsevan, nor the term as such existed yet. This

is a case of terminologic anachronism, when the meaning of the term is extended in space and shifted
in time.
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Mythology in the Encyclopedia by IToann Bagrationi

loann Bagrationi (1768-1830) - the son of the Georgian king Giorgi XIII and grandson of Irakli
IT was a highly educated scholar. Among his works is distinguished 'Encyclopedia’ in which informa-
tion concerning all branches of natural sciences and humanities are included. Thus it reflects the level
of knowledge of the early nineteenth c. In the present paper particular aftention is paid to the sources
of Toann Bagrationi and as a main source Aeneid of Virgil is indicated.
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Ketevan Mania

Source studies in Georgia in the 1980s -1990s
Narrative sources

The narrative sources of history of Georgia were intensively studied during the two last dec-
ades of 20th c. The scholars carried on their works synchronously in several directions. The special
rescarches were devoted to the defining informative values of medieval Georgian historiographical
and hagiographical monuments. The texts established according to all the manuscripts were published
together with introductions, glossaries, notes and indexes. Some of this monuments were translated
into the modem European languages. Besides, the foreign author's evidences on Georgia and the
Georgians were collected. The most important excerpts together with translations into Georgian and
researches together with translations into Georgian were published. Sometimes the results of the spe-
cific researches posed the questions of a more global character. So the theoretical problems were con-
sidered with particular attention. Scholarly sessions devoted to the problems of study of Georgian his-
torical sources were arranged as well. Thus, despite of the hard political and socio-economic situation
in Georgia in the 1980s-1990s, the achievements of the proceding periods in the field of source studies
were not decreasing, on the contrary, many positive tendencies were developed quite successfully.
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